4 PREFACE 70 VOL. XIT

start to return, they are attacked by an ambushed
band of Iroquois, numbering some 500 warriors.
Some of the Hurons are captured; but the others es-
cape for their homeward journey,—Ragueneau being,
fortunately, with this band. The Iroquois even
threaten the French at Three Rivers; but Mont-
magny keeps them at bay, and sends to Quebec for
reinforcements, whereupon the Iroquois retire. Soon
after, the French return to Quebec, arriving there in
time for Le Jeune to send his letters to France by
the returning ships. He finishes writing the Rela-
tion, ‘* on board the Sainte Marie,”’ the ship that car-
ried them back from Three Rivers.

Arrived at Quebec, he writes a derniére lettre, as a
postscript to the former; this letter closes Part I. of
the present document. In this epistle he relates that
he was obliged, four days after reaching Quebec, to
return to Three Rivers, to meet another Huron fleet
that had just arrived at that settlement. The Hurons
bring with them new pupils for the seminary,—even
more than the Fathers can accept. Letters from the
Huron mission relate the calumnies current there re-
garding the French, who are accused of being the
cause of all the natives’ misfortunes; but the mis-
sionaries heed not their persecutions, and continue
their work full of faith and ardor. Montmagny’s
lieutenant, De 1'Isle, and Le Jeune hold a council
with the savages at Three Rivers, making many
speeches and presents; the savages are thus pacified,
and their friendship won. Le Jeune concludes by
relating the particulars of the illness and death of
Charles Turgis, the missionary at Miscou.
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